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The Digital Arrest Dossier

Deconstructing India’s Cyber-Extortion Epidemic
and the Framework for Defense

A comprehensive intelligence brief on transnational coercion scams,
legal realities under Indian Law, and the RBI's systemic response.
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A Transnational

Extortion Epidemic
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Lethal Impact

The psychological toll led to
the tragic suicide of an elderly
couple after losing ¥50 lakh.
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This is not petty theft; it is highly organized economic terrorism targeting India’s digitally active citizens.

21/07/26 Data Confidential (DCO)

https://training.cyberyog.com/blog/

', 77 4




The Cross-Border Fraud Ecosystem

4. The Laundromat

1. Base of Operations e Infrastructure 3. The Frontline
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Extensive networks of
domestic mule accounts
used to instantly layer
and hide extorted funds.

Scammers
impersonating CBI, RBI,
ED, or Customs via
spoofed IVR and
WhatsApp numbers.

SIM Pipelines running
from Indian cities (e.qg.,
Ahmedabad) to supply
foreign scammers with
local identities.

Scam centers located in
Myanmar, Laos, and
Cambodia.

KEY INSIGHT: The operation relies on industrialized deception, prompting the Supreme Court of
India to order coordinated CBI probes and Al-driven banking countermeasures.
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The Coercion Funnel
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Stage 1: The Bait (IVR Spoofing)

Automated calls impersonating FedEx,
Telecom Dept, or Police.

Stage 2: The Hook (Intimidation)

False allegations of contraband in parcels,
Aadhaar linked to money laundering, or SIMs
used in terror activities.

Stage 3: The Trap (Digital Confinement)

Victim is forced onto Skype/WhatsApp video
calls. Scammers use fake police station setups
and forbid disconnecting.

Stage 4: The Extortion (Demand for Money)

Demands for security deposits or transfers to safe
accounts to supposedly clear the victim's name.
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Forged Signatures Fake Arrest Warrants

Ficlous Court Seal

Documents citing the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) to

freeze assets.

Use of high-profile names, {
such as fake signatures of

Supreme Court Justices or ’
senior police officials.

Date on Jan 12, 2023

ARREST WARRANT & ASSET FREEZE ORDER

Fabricated Seals The Secrecy Clause

(Convndential) e

counsst cr thhd porties ragarding this order will vesult in
IMMEDIATE ARREST for interfering with an ongoing PMLA
investigation. STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY MANDATED.

e

Justice (Fake Name),
Supreme Court of India

Explicit written threats that
speaking to family or lawyers
will result in immediate jailing
for interfering with an
investigation.

Counterfeit Enforcement
Directorate (ED) or Supreme
Court stamps layered onto
PDFs.
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_]'he Psychological Escalation Curve

Psychological State
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: . ;Induced Panic
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Rational Scrutiny

>

Minute 1
I

Spoofed official IVR
(Initial Confusion)

Minute 5
|

Transfer to Senior
Officer + Fake IDs
(Panic rises)
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Minute 15
Time on Call

®
Forged warrant
delivered via WhatsApp
(Panic spikes, Scrutiny
plummets)

Minute 60+
I

Digital Isolation /
Do not hang up
(Total psychological
control)

CORE INSIGHT: Scammers exploit
the human instinct to obey
authority, the dread of social ruin,
and the urgency to fix the problem.
Isolation is the fuel that keeps the
panic alive.
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 Nlusion vs. Law
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The Digital Arrest Scam

WhatsApp video call / Skype.

LN
Lawful Arrest under BNSS /

Formal written notice or physical
summons (Section 35 BNSS).

Digital confinement; forced isolation on

| camera.

Conducted at a designated station with
the right to meet an advocate.

Tell no one or face immediate jail.

Statutory right to inform a relative or
friend about the arrest.

security bond.

Demands transfer to a safe account or

|
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Police never demand immediate digital ~ 14
fund transfers to clear your name. = l\n
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' The True Legal Arsenal S L
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Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS)\J

o Sec 318 & 319: Cheating by deception and
personation.

O Sec 308: Extortion (threats to obtain money). |
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O Sec 351: Criminal intimidation.
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Information Technology Act, 2000

il o Sec 66D: Cheating by personation using a
g computer resource.

TAKEAWAY: If a caller threatens you with a digital arrest,
they are the ones committing the crimes listed above.

O Sec 66C: |dentity theft using digital identifiers. '
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~ The Systemic Counter-Attack
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Supreme Court of India /)

Took suo motu cognisance of the Ambala case,
recognizing that fake judicial orders strike at the i Al
foundation of public trust. Directed widespread GBI probes.| K

Technological Mandates

The Supreme Court demanded that telecom providers and
banks utilize Al and Machine Learning to proactively
detect suspicious transactions and freeze mule accounts.

MHA & 14C

Establishment of the Cyber Fraud itigation Centre,
enabling swift cooperation between telcos, payment
| aggregators, and local police.
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The RBI Safety Net (Effective Jan 2027) L AL B
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Victim is compensated L L Ll L L L Ll
85% of the net loss. g el g 0 |
Sl st i raudulent Electronic |
Tier 1: Losses < 329,412 ﬁ%ﬂ/ft Bsepggﬁgg {; gg:]k; 0% Victim’s Bank, Banking Transaction (EBT)
within 5 calendar days.
= - Banks must resolve the
complaint within 45 days.
Victim receives a flat Egrm [flnsl;?; f\;lig%'ims i
"}agz'?gg‘ocompensatmn fraud resulted from the
0 yUUU. bank’s negligence (e.g.,

failed security alerts).
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The Citizen’s Shield:
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Don’t panic. No government agency Break the isolation.
Take no hasty steps. threatens you on the Dial the national cyber

Do not share personal p.h.one. helpline 1930.
information. No legitimate law Inform your family and

enforcement inquires or local police immediately.
demands money on a

video call.

Take screenshots and
record the interaction if
possible.
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The Golden Hour Playbook

Hang up. Do not argue or verify. Break the isolation by N
telling one trusted person.
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\\\\\\\ @ ‘aw e Call 1930 immediately and file on
. ‘ ENFORCEMENT | Cybercrime.gov.in. _J
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S | m sank  ° Contact your bank to block cards, freeze
| UPI, and flag beneficiary accounts. o
- o

( AC?‘ wipe | © Secure devices, change passwords, and
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, | revoke suspicious app permissions. |

' Formalize bank complaints to qualify for RBI )
compensation frameworks.
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Fear is Their Weapon. Knowledge is Your Defense.

; A Digital Arrest relies entirely on an illusion of authority and forced isolation.
> The moment you hang up the phone, the prison disappears.

EMERGENCY ANCHOR

National Cybercrime Helpline: 1930
Reporting Portal: www.cybercrime.gov.in

Suspect Communication Reporting: Chakshu (Sanchar Saathi)
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